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and acting from conscience^ and seem to attach a clear sense
to the phrases. I admit the fact, and do not wish to banish
the expressions. Postponing for a short time the considera-
tion of their exact meaning, I will only observe meanwhile,
that the first phrase more fitly takes the form * acting with
prudence;' and that 'acting from conscience,' accurately
interpreted, describes a process perfectly compatible with
the principles we have laid down.

The whole class of secondary springs of action, consisting
of some fonn of conscious aim at our own pleasure, might
boem, by its very nature, to sink en masse to the bottom of
the scale. If we could be made up of these alone, with
their common postulate that nothing is eligible but pleasure,
there would be no room for preference among them other
than prudential, by the application of a hedonistic calculus.
And it appeals at first view strange that our special distinc-
tion, of Self-consciousness^ should thus have the effect of
excluding moral differences, and equalising all incentives
except in quantity. But we get rid of this impression by
giving their corrective weight to the following considera-
tions: (i) Our self-consciousness does not begin or end
with reflecting our own pleasures; but pervades our whole
nature, and is the condition of all experience, comparison,
and intelligent judgment, rendering prudential selection
itself possible in place of random impulsions. We owe to
it, therefore, whatever intellectual rule enters to give direc-
tion to our life. (2) Even if it did no more than introduce
regulated self-regard, its office would be amply vindicated;
for Egoism has, after all, its legitimate place in the system
of right character; and it is not to be left to play the fool
even upon its own ground. (3) In thus fixing our attention
on the secondary springs, as if they stood alone, we are
working out a mere fiction, intrinsically self-contradictory.
They know themselves in presence of their parents the
primaries, and are well aware pf their relative worth in the
system to which both belong. This is as much a part of
their self-consciousness as their hedonistic memory. It is